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Role of the School 
Counselor
ACADEMIC

COLLEGE/CAREER

SOCIAL/EMOTIONAL



Requirements and 
Scheduling Process



● All scheduling materials and a 
copy of the presentation are 
available digitally in the Class of 
2028 Google Classroom. 

Scheduling Paperwork



● The counselors met with 9th grade students over the last two weeks 
to deliver class selection information.

●Counselors reviewed transcripts and shared 10th grade class options.

● Starting February 20th, the counselors will meet individually with each 
student to review their course selections and transcripts.

● The counselors will suggest summer school classes based on the 
student’s grades at that time.

Scheduling Process



● All students are required to take seven classes.

● Students should continue to take a strong academic schedule that includes English, 
World History, Math, Science, PE/Sport/Band, Language Other than English and an 
Elective.

● We expect students to work toward completing the A-G requirements, and may 
require them to take a credit recovery class.

● We expect students to choose classes that they will commit to for the entire academic 
school year.

● Pre-AP classes are standard college-prep classes for all 9th and 10th grade students. 

○ These classes include: Pre-AP English 1&2, Pre-AP Biology, Pre-AP Chemistry

○ We also offer Honors options of each of these courses

10th Grade Classes



Requirements



College/Career Indicator



A-G Classes at South Hills



A-G Classes at South HillsA-G Classes at South Hills



Students need to enter course requests in the Aeries Student Portal by 

Tuesday, February 20th!

Selecting Classes in the Aeries Portal

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lqwX1oB6WjI


When will you meet with your counselor?

All courses must be entered in the portal by 
Tuesday, February 18th

Colwell- February 20
Jacobsen- February 24
Johnson- March 12
Liang- February 28
Lim- February 25
Lopez- March 4
McKissick- February 21

Neria- March 4
Robinson- February 27
Rogers- February 26
Steinkraus- March 3
Villanueva- February 18
Wong- March 10
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Summer school registration will take place 
when the student meets with his or her 
counselor.

After that, the information will be available 
on the school website.

Summer School

*Mt. SAC Sponsored Summer Classes

June 9- July 11, 2025

Semester 1: June 9 - June 24 (no school June 19)

Semester 2: June 25 - July 11 (no school July 4)
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Choosing Classes:
AP and IB Options



● AP and IB courses demand more than regular college prep courses.

● Classes tend to be fast-paced and cover more material than typical 
high school classes.

● Classes require more time, inside and outside of the classroom, and 
more time required to complete lessons, readings, assignments, and 
homework. 

● Discussions in IB classes are required and thought-provoking.

● If committing to the Full Diploma IB program, there are other 
requirements including TOK, Extended Essay, and CAS (Creativity, 
Activity & Service.)

Expectations



● AP = Advanced Placement

● AP courses are college-level courses offered in high school.

● All AP courses are one year courses and are taken individually.

● Students take AP Exams at the end of the course, measuring their 
mastery of college-level work.

● A score of 3 or higher on an AP Exam can typically earn students 
college credit and/or placement into advanced courses in college.

What is AP?
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● IB = International Baccalaureate

● Two year courses in grade 11 and 12
○ HL courses 2 years

○ SL courses 1 year

● Students can take:
○ IB Full Diploma Program (6 courses plus T.O.K.)

○ Associates Program (3-4 courses plus T.O.K.) 

○ Individual course (a la carte)

● IB focuses on each student as a whole person.

● The aim of IB is to develop inquiring, knowledgeable, and caring young people with 

adaptable skills to tackle society’s complex challenges and who will help to make a better, 

more peaceful world.

What is IB?



We will be expanding our Mt. SAC Dual Enrollment class options on our campus 
next year.
● Students who complete Dual Enrollment class will receive credit at both South 

Hills & Mt. SAC.  
● This would allow students to get transferable credit for a college level course 

during their senior year.
● Courses we will be offering during the 2025-26 school year:

○ 1st Semester
■ SPCH 1A – Public Speaking
■ SOC 5 – Intro to Criminology
■ ETHS 1 - Intro to Ethnic Studies

○ 2nd Semester
■ MUS 15 – Rock Music History 
■ ADJU 1 – Admin of Justice
■ FIRE 1 – Fire Protection Org 
■ ETHS 1 - Intro to Ethnic Studies

● All classes will run 7:45am - 9:20am

What is Dual Enrollment?
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Preparing for 
College



High school grades and classes matter!

● Start building your college list
● Students and parents might have different priorities. Discuss those priorities before 

beginning your college search.
● Things to consider when searching for colleges:

○ Size/Location/Housing available
○ Majors Offered
○ Admission requirements
○ Cost/Financial Aid available
○ Campus Life/ Sports/ Activities
○ Research/ Internship opportunities available
○ Average amount of time it takes to graduate

Preparing for College



10-20% chance of 
acceptance

Reach

➔ Dream school
➔ One that you 

shouldn’t expect 
to be admitted to 

➔ GPA/SAT are 
below average 
range for 
acceptance

90% chance of 
acceptance

Safety

➔ Certain that you 
will be accepted

➔ GPA/SAT are 
above 
range for 
acceptance

➔ Financially safe

50-60% chance of 
acceptance

➔ On Target for 
acceptance

➔ GPA/SAT are 
within average 
range for 
acceptance

Target

Reach, Target, and Safety Schools



● All C-VUSD high schools report students’ GPAs on the transcript as un-weighted
● A= 4pts, B=3pts, C=2pts, D=1pt, F=0pts
● 10th and 11th grade grades are used to determine eligibility for UC and CSU 

admissions
● Continue to keep GPA high for college applications and financial aid
● Cal Grants are determined by: 

○ Financial Need
○ GPA

● 3.0 or higher for 4-year University
● 2.0 or higher for Community College

GPA

All students in California are now required to complete a Financial Aid Application as part of the 
graduation requirements. Most students will complete the FAFSA starting in October 2027.



● California State Universities (CSU)
● University of California schools (UC)
● Private Colleges and Universities
● Out of State Colleges and Universities
● Community Colleges
● Trade School/ Adult education/ 

Apprenticeship

Consider Your College Options



NACAC Virtual College Fairs
Sign up and attend for free!
Register Here

NACAC In-person College Fair
February 16th at the Anaheim 
Convention Center - Register Here

Gather College Information
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https://www.nacacattend.org/fairs/attend
https://www.nacacattend.org/25OrangeCounty


The Association of Independent 
California Colleges and 
Universities (AICCU) has a 
complete list of all the private, 
nonprofit colleges and 
universities located throughout 
California. 

AICCU College Guides

Gather College Information

https://aiccu.edu/page/CollegeGuides


Visit Cal State Campuses in Person or Online

CSU Campus Events

Gather College Information
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https://www.calstate.edu/apply/choosing-a-campus/Pages/campus-events.aspx


UC for Everyone 2025
UC will host a free virtual event on Tuesday, February 25, for students and families 

who are interested in learning more about UC admission and our nine 

undergraduate campuses. We welcome California students in grades 9–11 or 

community college students who are interested in applying to UC for fall 2026 or 

beyond. 

 

UC is a destination for students who are intellectually curious, seek professional 

and personal growth and believe that education is an investment in their future. 

This event will help students discover what kinds of learning and engagement 

opportunities are available in and out of the classroom. A panel of current 

students will answer questions about their experiences being a part of UC. Finally, 

admissions representatives will share information on both the first-year and 

transfer admission routes, including tips to help students prepare for the process.

Registration is required and space is limited. Please register online.

UC Information
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https://ucop.swoogo.com/ucforeveryone25?mc_cid=ba42aaeaa0&mc_eid=7c02f1065a


Using Naviance 
and Other 
Resources



● College Search
● Career Profiles
● Resume Builder
● Scholarship Information

Naviance



Naviance



Students can explore career information by clicking on the “careers” 
tab on the top of the screen

Naviance



Students can explore colleges by clicking on the “colleges” tab.  Several 
search options are available, including “SuperMatch college search”

Naviance



Using SuperMatch college search allows students to filter their priorities 
during their college search

Naviance



https://www.cacareerzone.org/

California Career Zone

https://www.cacareerzone.org/


https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/

College Board- Big Future

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/


For South Hills NCAA approved courses: Click Here - School Code 050704

NCAA

https://web3.ncaa.org/hsportal/exec/hsAction?hsActionSubmit=searchHighSchool


Resources and 
Upcoming Events



Free Tutoring at South Hills
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Students who have an LA County Library 
card can access free online tutoring 24/7 
by going to this link.
Free Online Tutoring

If you do not have an LA County Library 
Card, see this website for how to get 
your free library card.
LA County Library Card

Free Online Tutoring

https://landing.brainfuse.com/authenticate.asp?u=main.lacounty.ca.brainfuse.com
https://lacountylibrary.org/library-cards/


● Review your PSAT results 
to study for the SAT

● Sign in to your College 
Board account to see your 
results

● Link your College Board 
account to Khan Academy 
for FREE, personalized 
SAT prep

PSAT Results and Khan Academy



Why is it Important?
● Results are used to determine placement in senior Math and English classes
● Impacts college placement:  

○ Universities use CAASPP results to determine if you can enter taking college 
level classes 

● Score on ELA determines eligibility for Seal of Biliteracy
● Impacts how we are judged as a school

CAASPP Testing in 11th Grade



Community Resources

http://caresolace.com/cvusdparents



Covina-Valley Unified School District's partnership with Hazel Health means your child can get 
high-quality teletherapy. 

● Students can get teletherapy at school or at home. 

● Weekly therapy sessions can help students with depression, anxiety, loneliness, personal relationships, anger, 
academic stress, motivation, and more.

● All Hazel Health visits are safe and confidential.

● Contact your school counselor if you are interested in getting started.

Hazel Health





Stress
Sadness

Test Anxiety
Relationships

Getting Connected
Time Management
Struggles at Home

Motivation
Loneliness

Grades

Peer Counseling Support and the Wellness Center



South Hills Clubs

20+ Active Clubs
Link to Clubs
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https://www.c-vusd.org/domain/356


Get Involved

At South Hills, we do not have a volunteer requirement for 
graduation, we encourage students to do something 
productive with their time. This can include: clubs, 

employment, volunteering, sports, religious activities, etc.
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Contact Us
www.southhillshigh.com

Main Office: (626) 974-6200
Counseling Office: (626) 974-6208

ASB Office: (626) 974-6210
Attendance Office: (626) 974-6220

Follow us on Instagram

@southhillscounseling

@southhillsasb
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